English 3
Mr. Scholtz
Nathaniel Hawthorne, “Young Goodman Brown”
1. Consider the significance of the names of the title character and his wife.

2. What does Goodman Brown’s decision to go into the forest suggest about his relationship with his wife?

3. Who is the figure that Goodman Brown meets in the forest, and how is he characterized?

4. How does Goodman Brown view his actions in relation to his family history?  How does his companion respond to Brown’s claims about his family?

5. Consider the symbolism of the forest setting.

6. After his encounter in the forest with Goody Cloyse, Goodman Brown tries to resist the devil’s temptations by raising what issue?

7. At what precise moment does Goodman Brown lose his faith?

8. To what extent are we as readers asked to agree with the devil’s speech about evil being “the nature of mankind”?

9. How does Goodman Brown react to his wife and others upon his return to Salem?  Why?  Is he justified in acting this way?

